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Strong political commitment is key 
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Article 4.2 (Guiding Principle) 

Strong political commitment is 

necessary to develop and support 

at the national, regional, and 

international levels, comprehensive 

multisectoral measures and 

coordinated responses … 



Formalize coordinated response 
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Article 5.2 (General obligation) 

Each Party shall, in accordance with 

its capacities, establish or 

reinforce and finance a national 

coordinating mechanism or focal 

points for tobacco control. 



How far we have gone? 
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UN Secretary-General report to Member States on FCTC 

implementation (E/2012/70) 

The challenges that the Parties face at the national level 

relate to the effective functioning of national coordination 

mechanisms, legislative, administrative and regulatory 

frameworks.  
 

This is particularly relevant when some of the important 

measures and provisions relating to the taxation of tobacco, 

education, broadcasting, combating illicit trade and so forth 

are not within the realm of the health ministry. 

2012 



FCTC working group on 
 sustainable measures  

 Established in November 2012 (at COP5) 

 Composed by FCTC Parties (= governments) 

 Key objective – discuss practical issues of FCTC 
implementation and identify strategies to improve: 

 International cooperation 

 Resource mobilization 

 Multisectoral coordination 
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FCTC working group 
findings  

 Demonstrating economic costs of tobacco epidemic 
will help generate whole-of-government commitment 
and coordination. 

 Clarity on the cost of implementation of the WHO FCTC 
and returns on investments in tobacco control will 
contribute to mobilizing resources.  

 Governments need guidance on how to establish a 
functioning national multisectoral coordination. 
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Steps taken at COP6 

 The FCTC working group on sustainable measures was 
tasked to “develop options for the establishment of 
functioning national multisectoral 
coordination mechanisms”. 

 The FCTC Secretariat, WHO, World 
Bank and UNDP were asked to conti- 
nue to develop various economic tools 
that can be used at country level. 
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Conclusions 
 Strong political commitment, effective multisectoral 

coordination and sufficient resources are essential 
elements of successful tobacco control.  

 Globally, progress on generating these essential elements 
have been slow and insufficient. 

 The task of the FCTC working group is to work with 
countries which have succeeded and identify best 
practices and lessons learned. 

 The FCTC regular meetings are a best place to discuss 
strategies to advance implementation of the FCTC.  8 
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