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FCA PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES 

 

Framework Convention Alliance 

 

W elcome to the 2016 first 

quarter news from Pacific 

island countries!  

   

To date, governments of the world 

have made clear commitments on 

the need to reduce tobacco, the 

means to do so, and the speed with 

which they seek to drive down to-

bacco use prevalence. 

 

A new strategic direction for the 

FCA represents an important shift in 

focus for the Alliance  which mir-

rors the overall shift in global to-

bacco control, as we move to ad-

dressing the gap between what gov-

ernments are legally obliged to do 

under the FCTC and what their ac-

tual tobacco control policies and 

programs are delivering on the 

ground. 

 

In refining the FCA’s future direc-

tion, we focus heavily on how col-

lectively we can structure and re-

source the Conference of the Parties 

(COP),  the 'parliament' for global 

tobacco control, to take on a new 

and focused role in systematically 

promoting FCTC implementation, 

including by mobilizing new 

sources of funding and technical as-

sistance. 

 

Our 2020 strategy is built on four 

inter-related pillars: 

 

1. building political pressure in 

and between countries for swift 

action, making political necessi-

ties of national and global to-

bacco prevalence targets 

 

2. holding governments account-

able, through the development 

and implementation of an effec-

tive FCTC review mechanism 

 

3. embedding support and coopera-

tion in the FCTC within the 

mechanisms of assistance cur-

rently under development 

 

4. deepening FCTC integration into 

international systems, with a fo-

cus on development priorities. 

 

In the lead-up to COP7 in Novem-

ber, FCA will focus on pillars two 

and three. 

 

What is critically needed is substan-

tial investment by governments in 

political, financial and technical as-

sistance for tobacco control, espe-

cially in low- and middle-income 

countries.  

See infographics page 2 

FCA’s new strategic direction 
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What are you doing to get 

ready for plain packaging? 
 

Since most organizations in Pacific Island 

Countries are not at the point of advocating im-

mediately for plain packs, please share your 

stories in pictures or words how you are prepar-

ing for implementation of plain packs in the 

future and how you observe WNTD 2016 

(whether it is this theme or another).   Some 

activities might be:  

 Raising awareness about the effects of 

graphic health warnings or plain packaging 

 Advocating for legislation in your country  

on packaging and labeling that includes 

graphic health warnings 

 

 Advocating to increase size of graphic 

health warnings in your country 

 

 Countering tobacco 

industry efforts to 

interfere with your 

efforts on packag-

ing and labeling 

 

We will collect the sto-

ries and photos in a 

small booklet similar to 

previous years and 

share regionally as well 

as globally. 

World No Tobacco Day, 31 

May, 2016 
 
Every year, on 31 May, WHO and partners 

mark World No Tobacco Day (WNTD), 

highlighting the health risks associated with 

tobacco use and advocating for effective 

policies to reduce tobacco consumption. 

 

This year, WHO and the Secretariat of the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control are calling countries to get ready for 

plain (standardized) packaging of tobacco 

products. 

 

Plain packaging is an important demand re-

duction measure that reduces the attractive-

ness of tobacco products, restricts use of to-

bacco packaging as a form of tobacco adver-

tising and promotion, limits misleading 

packaging and labeling, and increases the 

effectiveness of health warnings. 

 

Plain packaging of tobacco products refers 

to measures that restrict or prohibit the use 

of logos, colors, brand images or promo-

tional information on packaging other than 

brand names and product names displayed in 

a standard color and font style. 

 

Plain packaging builds upon other measures as 

part of a comprehensive multisectoral approach 

to tobacco control. Policy makers, civil society 

and the public can take action to ensure that 

their governments consider adoption of plain 

packaging.  See http://www.who.int/

campaigns/no-tobacco-day/2016/event/en/.   

http://www.who.int/campaigns/no-tobacco-day/2016/event/en/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/no-tobacco-day/2016/event/en/
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New legislation in Palau sets 

aside tobacco and alcohol 

taxes to support NCD  

Activities 

 
On February 17, 2016, Palau’s President 

Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. approved land-

mark legislation RPPL 9-57  that allocates 

10% of taxes on tobacco and alcohol to non-

communicable disease prevention, 10% of the 

annual tobacco excise tax revenues and 10% of 

taxes on alcohol to fund healthcare coverage 

subscription costs for citizens who are not 

working and are at least 60 years of age or dis-

abled.   

 

This funding is in line with recommendations 

of the FCTC Article 6 Guidelines on Taxation.  

Palau has also raised the tobacco excise tax 

rate in 2014 and 2015, has limited incoming 

duty free cigarettes to 1 opened pack of 20 

sticks and no longer allows the sale of duty 

free tobacco to outbound travelers leaving the 

Republic. 

 

The funds for non-communicable disease pre-

vention will provide support for the Palau Na-

tional NCD Coordinating Mechanism (CM) to 

implement the National NCD plan.  The plan 

is designed to address the major risk factors 

associated with NCDs including tobacco.  To-

bacco control goals and objectives are based 

on Articles of the Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control (FCTC). There was active 

support from civil society for this legislation.   

 

The CM Tobacco Control Working Group 

(TCWG) is currently working on tobacco in-

dustry interference, packaging and labeling 

and cessation. 

News from the region 

Congratulations to the  

Kingdom of Tonga  

 
Congratulations to the Kingdom of Tonga on 

the gazetting of amendments to their Tobacco 

Control Act on the 29th of February 2016. The 

amendments include provisions to ban point-

of-sale display of tobacco products; allowing 

for graphic health warnings, and banning 

smoking in all areas designated in the WHO 

FCTC. See here for amendment. 

 

President  Tommy E. Remengesau, Jr. signs RPPL 9-

59 into law 

http://crownlaw.gov.to/cms/images/LEGISLATION/AMENDING/2014/2014-0028/TobaccoControlAmendmentAct2014.pdf
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On March 8th, the Vanuatu Ministry of Health 

assisted the Vanuatu Cus-

toms Department to oversee 

the disposal of confiscated 

tobacco products that did 

not meet the requirements 

set out in the Tobacco Con-

trol Act and Regulations. 

Rather than burning the ille-

gal tobacco products, which 

causes air pollution, the 

Ministry of Health oversaw the cutting and 

mixing of the products with 

rubbish at the municipal 

dump to ensure that the 

products were destroyed. 

The importer was responsi-

ble for covering the cost of 

the disposal.   

News from the region 

Learning the value of an  

implementation review 

mechanism (IRM) for the 

FCTC 

 
With reference to the 

UN Conven-

tion against Corrup-

tion (UNCAC), a 

consultation team for 

the UN Pacific Anti-

Corruption (UN-

PRAC) project was 

recently in Palau to 

share information. 

  

Members of the Coa-

lition for a Tobacco 

Free Palau and the 

FCA PIC coordinator 

met with the consultation team to specifically 

learn more about UNCAC’s implementation 

review mechanism (IRM) in light of the discus-

sions that will take place at COP7 in India.   

 

At COP6, Parties established an expert group to 

review reporting arrangements under the WHO 

FCTC.  Among its tasks, the expert group was 

requested to: ―make recommendations on 

strengthening the reporting arrangements and 

on the development of a reporting and imple-

mentation review mechanism under the WHO 

FCTC‖  The expert group’s report will be pre-

sented at COP7. 

  

An IRM should iden-

tify where a Party's 

implementation of a 

treaty's measures is 

strong, where it is 

lagging and what 

support would be 

most helpful. This 

process varies from 

treaty to treaty. Ex-

perience to date 

shows that Pacific 

island countries that 

are parties to the UNCAC have benefited from 

the UNCAC review through technical assis-

tance and resource mobilization. Parties to the 

FCTC could also expect similar benefits from 

such a review and should engage in discussions 

on its functions ahead of COP7.   

 

CTFP Chair Ms. V. Whipps, FCA PIC Coordinator Ms. A. 

Lyman, UN Coordination Officer,  Ms. S. Sakuma and 

UNODC Regional Advisor – Pacific, Ms. A. Whythes discuss 

UNCAC IRM.  Not in photo is Anti Corruption Consultant, 

(UN-PRAC) Project Mr. J. Hyde 

Vanuatu disposes of confiscated tobacco products 

Destruction of  illegal tobacco products 

at  municipal dump outside of Port Vila 
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FCA Members in Pacific Island Countries 

 
 Coalition for a Tobacco Free Palau 

 Global Youth Leadership Nexus (Solomon Is-

lands) 

 Kumit Bobrae Coalition Inc. (Marshall Islands) 

 Marshall Islands Epidemiology and Prevention 

Initiatives, Inc. (MIEPI) 

 Kia-Henry Nema (Papua New Guinea) 

 Nauru National Women’s Council 

 Samoa Cancer Society 

 The Child of the South Pacific Incorporated  Soci-

ety (Niue) 

 Tobacco Free Coalition Kosrae (Federated States 

of Micronesia) 

 Tonga Family Health Association 

 Tuvalu Association of  NGOs (TANGO) 

 Ulkerreuil a Klengar– UAK  (Palau) 

Framework Convention Alliance in the Pacific Islands 

Working together to free the world from the devastating health, social, economic and  

environmental consequences of tobacco and tobacco use  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Framework Convention Alliance (FCA) represents 

the voice of civil society in support of the world’s first 

global public health treaty – the WHO Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The FCA is 

made up of nearly 500 organizations from more than 

100 low, middle and high income countries. 

 

For membership information: write to  

membership@fctc.org.  

 

FCA publishes the Bulletin and Tobacco Watch  

http://www.fctc.org/publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCA has representatives in all WHO regions. The West-

ern Pacific—Pacific Island Countries Regional Office 

(WPRO– Oceania) of FCA is located in Palau. The Coor-

dinator is Annabel Lyman.  

 

The Office’s main activities are:  

 Mobilise and support civil society capacity in 

support of the FCTC 

 Collaborate with other technical assistance pro-

viders serving the Pacific Islands  

 Provide technical assistance to members & Parties  

 

 For more information contact the Coordinator 

 
 

 

 

 

 

7 April 2016 World Health Day ―Beat diabetes‖ See 

http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-

day/2016/en/ 

 

13-15 April 2016 Brisbane, Australia—Asia-Pacific 

Cancer Leaders’ Summit  See http://

www.apocp8.org/meetings/leaders-summit/ 

12-15 April 2016, Geneva, Switzerland -Third meet-

ing of the Bureau of the COP  

26-28 April 2016, Geneva, Switzerland— meeting 

of the Working Group on Sustainable Measures 

3-4 May 2016 Geneva, Switzerland—Coordination 

meeting of the panel of experts on the Protocol to 

Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Control 

31 May, World No Tobacco Day,  ―Get ready for 

plain packaging‖ See  http://www.who.int/

campaigns/no-tobacco-day/2016/en/ 

7-12 November 2016, Noida, India – Seventh ses-

sion of the Conference of the Parties (COP7)  

Visit our Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/FrameworkConventionAlliance 

REMINDER for Parties that FCTC imple-
mentation reports should be submitted 

in the period  
1 January — 15 April 2016.   

See  http://www.who.int/fctc/
reporting/reporting_instrument     

http://www.fctc.org/publications
mailto:mailto:lymana@fctc.org
http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2016/en/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/2016/en/
http://www.apocp8.org/meetings/leaders-summit/
http://www.apocp8.org/meetings/leaders-summit/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/no-tobacco-day/2016/en/
http://www.who.int/campaigns/no-tobacco-day/2016/en/
https://www.facebook.com/FrameworkConventionAlliance
http://www.who.int/fctc/reporting/reporting_instrument
http://www.who.int/fctc/reporting/reporting_instrument

