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Framework Convention Alliance 

V anuatu now has the Pacific Is-

lands largest graphic health warn-

ings (GHWs) on tobacco packages. 

Covering 90 percent of the pack sur-

face, the warnings‘ size now equals the 

world‘s largest size required in Nepal.  

 

Officials responsible for the measure 

say that they also considered imple-

menting plain packaging (packages 

stripped of all branding, including logos 

and colours) but there was concern of 

threat of legal action by the tobacco 

industry as has been the case for other 

countries such as Australia.  

 

―The Vanuatu Ministry of Health 

wanted to go as large as possible with-

out taking on the issue of litigation 

from the tobacco industry,‖ said Mr. 

Jean Jacques Rory, Officer in Charge, 

Public Health. At the same time, the 

updated warnings had to be much larger 

than the existing GHWs, which cover 

30 percent of the surface, he added. 

―We need to have the full force of to-

bacco control measures to motivate cur-

rent tobacco users to quit and to prevent 

non-users from starting.‖ 

 

It‘s clear that the threat of tobacco in-

dustry lawsuits has a ‗chilling‘ effect 

that prevents many low- and mid-

income governments from implement-

ing measures in the WHO Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control 

(FCTC).  

 

For example, it took six years for a 

challenge from industry giant Philip 

Morris International against Uruguay to 

be resolved.  On 8 July a tribunal found 

that the proposed measures – 80-

percent warnings and limiting brands to 

one variant – were justified, and or-

dered PMI to pay US$7 million in dam-

ages. Uruguay was able to mount a de-

fence thanks to financial support from 

philanthropist Michael Bloomberg.  

 

Vanuatu really had no choice but to 

update its tobacco control measures, 

said Director General of Health, Mr. 

George Taleo. ―We took this bold step 

because tobacco is killing our people 

and making them ill; we cannot do 

business as usual anymore so we not 

only implemented large graphic health 

warnings, but we also expanded smoke 

free places and strengthened tobacco 

testing and reporting requirements.‖ 

 

The changes which come into effect in 

2017 include creating six warnings in 

all three national languages, Bislama, 

English and French.  Officials hope this 

will inspire neighbouring countries to 

tailor tobacco control to the local con-

text.  

 

Officials in Vanuatu are already plan-

ning further measures that include 

working with the Ministry of Finance to 

increase the excise tax on tobacco prod-

ucts to reduce their affordability, and  

further encourage quitting tobacco use. 

Vanuatu requires GHWs 90% of pack 
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SCENES from WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY 2016 

For information on 

PIC activities for 

WNTD 2016  

activities, see here.  

For PDF of the book-

let, see here. 

http://www.fctc.org/fca-news/opinion-pieces/1425-world-no-tobacco-day-2016-in-the-pacific
http://www.fctc.org/images/stories/WNTD2016_PICbooklet.pdf
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Every year, WHO recognizes indi-

viduals or organizations in each of 

the six WHO Regions for their ac-

complishments in the area of tobacco 

control. This recognition takes the 

form of  among others, World No  

Tobacco Day Awards.   

Congratulations to  

the Solomon Islands Ministry of 

Health and Medical Services  

for being a recipient this year.  The 

MHMS continues to show tobacco 

control leadership in the Pacific in 

spite of  efforts by the tobacco  

industry to prevent progress.  
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Samoa reporting on SDGs 

and NCDs at the UN 
 

Congratulations to Samoa, one of 22 countries 

that volunteered to share their updates on how 

they plan to meet the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) at a High-level Political Forum 

(HLPF) on sustainable development taking 

place 11-20 July in New York.  

  

The HLPF on Sustainable Development is the 

United Nations central platform for the follow-

up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-

able Development and the Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals, adopted at the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Summit on 25 Sep-

tember 2015. 

  

Samoa is currently implementing its national 

sustainable development strategy known as the 

Strategy for the Development of Samoa (SDS 

2012-2016).  As part of the Mid Term Review 

of the SDS, Samoa conducted a preliminary 

Integrated Assessment of it against the SDGs 

and found that the SDS is generally aligned to 

the SDG goals and targets. Samoa has recog-

nized non-communicable diseases as a develop-

ment issue and the ―importance of reducing the 

risk factors in NCDs which with others are the 

prerequisites for equitable access to quality 

health services‖. 

 

A review report will inform the UN at the 

HLPF about the progress that Samoa has made 

in integrating the SDGs into their national de-

velopment processes.  

 

According to the review process summary, 

―Samoa in being the only small island develop-

ing state and a Pacific member country to be 

part of the initial voluntary review process is 

hopeful that it can provide a SIDS perspective 

to the discussions and also encourage other Pa-

cific SIDS to follow suit‖. 

 

A summary of Samoa‘s national voluntary re-

view process can be found at https://

sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016/

samoa. For updates on the HLPF, see https://

sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf. 

News from the region 

Palau Health Foundation 

launched 
 

The Palau Health Foundation (PHF) was re-

cently launched at a ceremony in Koror, Palau.  

The new foundation is not for profit and com-

munity -based.   

 

The PHF will provide a mechanism and strate-

gies for people and communities in Palau to 

possess the appropriate information and 

knowledge to make healthy decisions toward 

achieving wellness. 

According to PHF President Dr. Stevenson 

Kuartei, health has moved away from the com-

munity to institutions of health such as the hos-

pital and medical clinics.  The goal of PHF is 

to move the ownership and management of 

health back to the community where communi-

ties and individuals can make informed health 

decisions for themselves and their families. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016/samoa
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016/samoa
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2016/samoa
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf
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Pacific Islands‘ leaders and ministers, and offi-

cials from regional and global development 

agencies, gathered in the Kingdom of Tonga 

from 20-22 June to consider urgent action to 

address the region‘s non-communicable dis-

eases (NCD) crisis. 

  

The first ever Pacific NCD Summit was a col-

laboration between the Government of Tonga 

and the Pacific Community (SPC), supported 

by the Australian Government, the New Zea-

land Aid Programme, World Bank, World Dia-

betes Foundation, World Health Organization , 

the Government of the United States and the 

United Nations Develop-

ment Programme (UNDP). 

 

NCDs – primarily heart 

disease, cancers, lung dis-

ease and diabetes – are the 

leading cause of death in 

the Pacific, with life expec-

tancy declining in some Pacific Island coun-

tries as a result of NCD-related premature 

deaths. 

  

In addition, there is a significant socio-

economic burden placed on many Pacific Is-

land countries and territories that are unable to 

provide essential medicines and services for 

preventing and caring for people with NCDs. 

  

Some 140 participants attended. The adopted 

outcomes document will be made available 

here. Among its objectives, the Pacific NCD 

Summit reviewed how Pacific Island countries 

and territories are implementing their NCD 

activities aligned with the Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals (SDGs) and the Samoa Path-

way. 

 The participants also: 

 reviewed progress with the Pacific NCD 

Roadmap in an effort to accelerate imple-

mentation 

 sought to strengthen current funding ar-

rangements, and 

explored new sources of funding; and create 

opportunities for South-South collaboration in 

implementing good practice to address NCDs. 

 

With the theme  ‘Translating Global and Re-

gional Commitments into 

Local Action’, the high-

level summit was held at 

the Fa‘onelua Convention 

Centre in Tonga‘s capital, 

Nuku‘alofa.  

  

View the Summit pro-

gramme. The event was officially opened by 

His Majesty King Tupou VI of Tonga. UNDP 

Administrator Helen Clark delivered the key-

note address focusing on the links between 

NCDs and the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

  

Contact SPC’s Public Health Division for 

general Summit enquiries: 

Elisiva Na‘at i  :  e l is ivan@spc.int 

Solène Bertrand-Protat : soleneb@spc.int 

 

Thanks to the Pacific Community and for full 

article, see http://www.spc.int/en/ncd-

summit.html. 

http://www.spc.int/en/ncd-summit.html
http://www.spc.int/images/stories/highlights/2016/NCD-summit/Pacific-NCD-Summit-Booklet.pdf
http://www.spc.int/images/stories/highlights/2016/NCD-summit/Pacific-NCD-Summit-Booklet.pdf
mailto:elisivan@spc.int
mailto:soleneb@spc.int
http://www.spc.int/en/ncd-summit.html
http://www.spc.int/en/ncd-summit.html
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News from the region 

Workshop on law, non -

communicable diseases, 

trade and sustainable  

development 

 
McCabe Centre for Law 

and Cancer in collaboration 

with UNDP Pacific Centre, 

WHO Pacific and SPC Pub-

lic Health Division will de-

liver a one week workshop 

on Law, Non-communicable Diseases, Trade 

and Sustainable Development at the Tanoa Wa-

terfront Hotel in Lautoka, Fiji. 

  

The workshop which will be held from 1 to 5 

August 2016 is a condensed version of the In-

tensive Legal Training Program run twice 

yearly in Melbourne by the McCabe Centre. 

  

Close to eight Pacific countries are expected to 

participate in this workshop.  

 

For further information, contact  

Daiana.Buresova@mccabecentre.org;  

Regional Coordinator - Pacific Region 

McCabe Centre for Law and Cancer 

Minimum age to purchase  

tobacco raised to 21 in Guam 
 

Legislation was passed recently in Guam to 

raise the minimum age at which people may 

buy tobacco products and electronic cigarettes 

to 21 years. The ―Youth Protection Act of 

2017,‖ will go into effect at the start of 2017. 

Congratulations to all who worked so hard to 

have this important measure enacted.  Guam 

joins Samoa and Palau in the Pacific where the 

legal age of sale is 21 years.    

Samoa Cancer  

Society active at 

APOCP General 

Assembly 

 

The Executive Officer of the Samoa Cancer 

Society (SCS), Shelley Burich, attended the 

Asian Pacific Organization for Cancer Preven-

tion (APOCP) 8th General Assembly in Bris-

bane, Australia in April.  More than 225 partici-

pants from over 36 countries gathered to dis-

cuss and accelerate progress on cancer preven-

tion and control.   

 

In addition to taking advantage of excellent net-

working opportunities, Ms. Burich presented on 

behalf of SCS, Cancer Surveillance for Samoa, 

and attended the Cancer Registration Sympo-

sium and Cancer Leaders‘ Summit. The As-

sembly was hosted by APOCP, Cancer Council 

Queensland, International Agency for Research 

on Cancer (IARC), WHO and the Union for 

International Cancer Control (UICC). 

One of the many positive outcomes of the fo-

rum were the partnerships created with interna-

tional organizations and cancer registries that 

will assist and support the SCS with setting up 

a formal cancer registry within the next few 

months.    

Dr. Ada Moadsiri, WHO Techni-

cal Officer, NCDs, Division of 

Pacific Technical Support, and 

Ms. Shelley Burich, EO of the 

Samoa Cancer Society met re-

cently in Samoa. 

mailto:Daiana.Buresova@mccabecentre.org
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FCA Members in Pacific Island Countries 

 
 Coalition for a Tobacco Free Palau 

 Global Youth Leadership Nexus (Solomon Is-

lands) 

 Kumit Bobrae Coalition Inc. (Marshall Islands) 

 Marshall Islands Epidemiology and Prevention 

Initiatives, Inc. (MIEPI) 

 Kia-Henry Nema (Papua New Guinea) 

 Nauru National Women‘s Council 

 Samoa Cancer Society 

 The Child of the South Pacific Incorporated  Soci-

ety (Niue) 

 Tobacco Free Coalition Kosrae (Federated States 

of Micronesia) 

 Tonga Family Health Association 

 Tuvalu Association of  NGOs (TANGO) 

 Ulkerreuil a Klengar– UAK  (Palau) 

Framework Convention Alliance in the Pacific Islands 

Working together to free the world from the devastating health, social, economic and  

environmental consequences of tobacco and tobacco use  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Framework Convention Alliance (FCA) represents 

the voice of civil society in support of the world‘s first 

global public health treaty – the WHO Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). The FCA is 

made up of nearly 500 organizations from more than 

100 low, middle and high income countries. 

 

For membership information: write to  

membership@fctc.org.  

 

FCA publishes the Bulletin and Tobacco Watch  

http://www.fctc.org/publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCA has representatives in all WHO regions. The West-

ern Pacific—Pacific Island Countries Regional Office 

(WPRO– Oceania) of FCA is located in Palau. The Coor-

dinator is Annabel Lyman.  

 

The Office‘s main activities are:  

 Mobilise and support civil society capacity in 

support of the FCTC 

 Collaborate with other technical assistance pro-

viders serving the Pacific Islands  

 Provide technical assistance to members & Parties  

 

 For more information contact the Coordinator 

28-29 July, 2016 Yokohama, Japan—Workshop 

on Tourism and Smoke-Free Environments in the 

Western Pacific 

 

30 August—01 September, 2016—Honolulu, Ha-

waii 60th PIHOA Board Meeting 

 

23-25 September, 2016, Beijing, China—11th Asia 

Pacific Conference on Tobacco or Health (APACT 

2016) http://www.pco-online.com/apact2016/en/

index.html 

 

26-28 September, 2016 Nadi, Fiji - Multisectoral 

workshop for Pacific Island countries to promote 

entry into force of the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit 

Trade in Tobacco Products 

 

29-30 September, 2016 Nadi, Fiji - Preparatory 

Workshop for the 7th session of the Conference of 

the Parties to the WHO FCTC and Progressing to-

ward Tobacco Free Pacific 2025 

 

7-12 November 2016, Noida, India – Sev-

enth session of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP7)  http://www.who.int/fctc/cop/

Visit our Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/FrameworkConventionAlliance 

Parties are encouraged to  

designate representatives to  

participate at COP7.  

See draft agenda and registration 

information at  
http://www.who.int/fctc/cop/sessions/cop7/en/ 

Calendar of Events 

http://www.fctc.org/publications
mailto:mailto:lymana@fctc.org
http://www.pco-online.com/apact2016/en/index.html
http://www.pco-online.com/apact2016/en/index.html
http://www.who.int/fctc/cop/sessions/cop7/en/
https://www.facebook.com/FrameworkConventionAlliance
http://www.who.int/fctc/cop/sessions/cop7/en/

