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Background 
 
At the sixty-ninth World Health Assembly (WHA69) in May 2016, WHO Member States were invited 
to consider the establishment of a synergy mechanism between the World Health Assembly (WHA) 
and the FCTC Conference of the Parties (COP). Under it, each session of both bodies would consider 
reports, resolutions and decisions from the other body  
  
WHA69 adopted decision WHA69(13)1, which invites the FCTC to consider the establishment of 
such a synergy mechanism. At COP7, Parties should discuss the WHA’s invitation and consider 
whether to establish this forum for mutual communication between these two bodies.  
 
Actions that COP7 should take  
 
FCA supports the establishment of this mechanism. As outlined in the Secretariat’s report to COP7 
(FCTC/COP/7/32), a standing WHA agenda item focusing on COP outcomes will provide a strong 
opportunity to increase the visibility of the treaty and emphasise the importance of FCTC 
implementation amongst high-level political delegates to the WHA, such as ministers of health.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 http://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA69/A69_DIV3-en.pdf  

This document relates to item 7.11 of the provisional agenda 

Key recommendations 
 

• COP7 should accept the World Health Assembly’s (WHA) invitation 
to establish a synergy mechanism between the WHA and FCTC COP;  

• COP7 should also consider establishing a high-level political segment 
as part of future COP sessions in order to facilitate increased 
visibility of the treaty and mobilise political will for FCTC 
implementation.  
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Likewise, having COP sessions feature discussions on WHA resolutions and decisions will provide 
FCTC Parties with the opportunity to hear updates on progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) and efforts to address non-communicable diseases (NCDs). As noted in 
the Secretariat’s report for WHA69, such a mechanism could allow WHO Member States and 
Parties to the FCTC to “optimize cooperation, better coordinate their activities, and strengthen the 
response to the increasing demand from governments reflected in the international health and 
development agenda.”2 
 
Additional actions to increase the visibility of the FCTC 
 
In addition to establishing a synergy mechanism to enable information sharing and communication 
between the WHA and the FCTC COP, COP7 should consider holding a high-level political segment 
at one or more future sessions of the FCTC COP. For example, past events of this type held by other 
conventions have involved an open, plenary-style forum for high level policymakers, such as 
ministers of health, departmental ministers and heads of state, to deliver statements on significant 
issues. Others have featured round-table discussions for political authorities to share experiences 
responding to emerging challenges in treaty implementation3.  
 
As the focus of FCTC COP discussions shifts towards implementation, the inclusion of a high-level 
segment as an agenda item at future COPs would encourage attendance by senior political 
policymakers, which could in turn ensure that these issues get the attention that they deserve. 
Parties have cited a lack of political will as a major obstacle to full and effective implementation of 
the FCTC4; COP attendance by high-level policymakers may provide a strong opportunity to 
overcome this.  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
2Sixty-ninth World Health Assembly document A69/11. Strengthening synergies between the World Health 

Assembly and the Conference of the Parties to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control: 
Report by the Convention Secretariat.  

3 For examples, see http://bit.ly/2dGXlJT ; http://bit.ly/1OPbNtC ; and http://bit.ly/2eBp2RV  
4 See document FCTC/COP/7/18 
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