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Why is this important? 
 
The tobacco industry’s aggressive and coordinated attempts to block, delay, and weaken tobacco 
control policies worldwide are the greatest impediment to progress in implementing the life-saving 
measures of the FCTC. The 2016 Global Progress Report and the Impact Assessment report both 
identify tobacco industry interference as the greatest barrier to FCTC implementation. In addition, 
a new report commissioned by the Secretariat1 has documented the tobacco industry’s long-
standing history of engaging intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), including United Nations 
Agencies, to advance its agenda. 
 
Sustained and comprehensive action is required to counteract the industry’s ongoing interference. 
The question that COP7 will need to address is what specifically can be done to further assist 
Parties in translating FCTC commitments into action, both in terms of countering industry 
interference and ensuring effective implementation of the Convention as a whole.  
 

 
 
 

                                                 
1
 http://bit.ly/29UXMvw - “Article 5.3 and international tobacco industry interference” – report commissioned 

by the Convention Secretariat. 

This document relates to item 5.3 of the provisional agenda 

Key recommendations 
 
FCA recognises that Parties face a number of barriers in implementing Article 5.3 and may need 
support from experts, and other resources, to implement it successfully. FCA recommends the 
following actions at COP7 to ensure Parties have access to the resources and support they need: 
 

 Establish a Knowledge Hub on Article 5.3 to act as a centralised resource for providing 
Parties ongoing support to implement Article 5.3 and to elevate the profile of Article 5.3 
across the whole of government amongst Parties; 

 The COP should support the Knowledge Hub by dedicating the necessary funding to 
have it perform these functions; 

 The Secretariat should help coordinate the work of the Knowledge Hub with that of 
regional Tobacco Industry Monitoring Centres (Observatories) and report its findings to 
COP8; 

 The COP should ensure that Article 5.3 implementation assistance is well reflected in 
relevant COP7 decisions, including on implementation review and resource mobilisation. 
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Ensure Parties receive support on Article 5.3 
The report commissioned by the Secretariat noted that a large number of tools and resources exist 
to support Parties’ implementation of Article 5.3 on a whole-of-government basis, including policy 
toolkits, legislative templates and advocacy materials. However, the Secretariat recognises in 
document FCTC/COP/7/7 that Parties lack awareness of and access to these tools (paragraph 28), 
which stands in the way of their effective use. 
 
A number of WHO FCTC Secretariat Knowledge Hubs have been established, focusing on technical 
aspects of specific articles of the Convention and assisting Parties in the implementation of these 
articles. Establishment of a Knowledge Hub on Article 5.3 would help to promote the Article 5.3 
implementation tools and resources. Document FCTC/COP/7/7 suggest that a website could be 
established that includes a database of Parties’ examples of implementation of Article 5.3 and a 
referral mechanism to match Parties’ needs with experts who can provide technical assistance to 
Parties (Paragraph 16, suggestions 2 and 3) – development of such a website could be a priority 
function of the Knowledge Hub. In addition, the Secretariat can build upon its good work in 
establishing regional Tobacco Industry Monitoring Centres (Observatories) and ensure that they 
effectively coordinate their activities with the Knowledge Hub and promote each other’s tools and 
resources to Parties in their respective regions, as needed.  
 
Finally, Parties should ensure that implementation of Article 5.3 is well reflected within COP7 
decisions, to ensure that Parties have the tools and resources they need to implement the FCTC 
more broadly. For example, the COP will have the opportunity to establish a permanent 
mechanism to support Parties’ swift and effective implementation of the FCTC through the 
Implementation Review Mechanism proposed by the Expert Group on Reporting Arrangements 
(document FCTC/COP/7/15). COP7 will also address the issue of resource mobilisation (document 
FCTC/COP/7/19). Lack of resources is one of the key obstacles to FCTC implementation 
encountered by Parties. The COP should ensure that measures to support Article 5.3 
implementation are reflected within these decisions. 

Recommended actions for COP7 
FCA recommends that COP7 take the following actions on national-level implementation of Article 
5.3: 

1. Establish a Knowledge Hub dedicated to Article 5.3. The Knowledge Hub should provide 
Parties with technical assistance to implement Article 5.3 on an ongoing basis; host the 
tools, resources, and mechanisms of assistance available to Parties on Article 5.3, and 
elevate the profile of Article 5.3 to Parties. Finally, Parties should ensure the Knowledge 
Hub is adequately resourced, including with dedicated funding.  
 

2. Mandate the Secretariat to coordinate the work of the Knowledge Hub and that of regional 
Tobacco Industry Monitoring Centres (Observatories), ensuring that they each effectively 
reference and promote the other’s resources.  
 

3. Ensure that Article 5.3 resourcing and implementation is reflected in relevant COP7 
decisions, particularly the Implementation Review Mechanism proposed in 
FCTC/COP/7/15. Specifically, at each COP session the Secretariat should prepare an 
overview of implementation assistance related to Article 5.3, including requests for 
technical assistance and referrals to other relevant organisations, as well as an assessment 
of additional resourcing and assistance needed. This overview should be included under an 
appropriate COP agenda item, such as “implementation assistance” and/or “mechanisms 
of assistance.” 


