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Why this is important 
 
Many Parties face a myriad of challenges when implementing the FCTC, though those most 
frequently cited by Parties are insufficient resources, inadequate engagement of non-health 
stakeholders in tobacco control and tobacco industry interference. 

Four years ago, the fifth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP5) established a working 
group to look into these challenges and provide suggestions on how to overcome them. At COP7, 
Parties will review the working group’s 27 proposed recommendations (COP7 report 
FCTC/COP/7/18) and will need to decide which ones require further elaboration. 

Recommendations of the working group 
 
While all of the recommendations proposed by the working group are important, FCA considers the 
recommendation in paragraph 41 on resource mobilisation as key to strengthening implementation 
of the FCTC at global, regional and country levels.  

This document relates to item 6.4 of the provisional agenda 

Key recommendations 
 

• A number of recommendations proposed by the working group are 
related to resource mobilisation and should be adopted by COP7; 

• COP should further elaborate on some of these recommendations 
and take the following actions: 
- Regularly review and endorse priority implementation needs of 

Parties; 
- Request the Secretariat to organise an FCTC financing dialog to 

communicate Parties’ implementation needs to donors; and  
- Appropriately include work on investment studies for FCTC 

implementation both globally and country level, as well as on an 
Art 5.2 toolkit, in the FCTC workplan and budget. 

• Work should be undertaken so that an action plan on 
implementation assistance is submitted to COP8 for consideration. 
The plan should include actions to meet the global target to reduce 
tobacco use prevalence by 30 percent by 2025. 

http://www.fctc.org/
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In paragraph 41, the working group recommends that the Convention Secretariat, Parties, the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and other relevant UN partners develop an 
overarching resource mobilisation strategy. Such a strategy would include the fundraising initiatives 
of the Convention Secretariat, and should take into consideration the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, with a focus on the investment case for implementation of the WHO FCTC and 
increasing the visibility of the Convention. 

A number of recommendations included in the working group’s report provide suggestions on 
three elements of this resource mobilisation strategy: 

• Raising awareness of both the tobacco epidemic and the existence of solutions to curtail it: 
Paragraphs 22, 23, 24 and 71 highlight the importance of raising awareness of the magnitude of 
the tobacco epidemic and raising the profile of the FCTC as a key tool to address it. Actions 
proposed in these paragraphs include suggestions to develop fact sheets on the wide range of 
benefits arising from investment in tobacco control, and for the Secretariat, UNDP and WHO to 
continue to support Parties in developing their own investment cases for FCTC implementation. 
FCA supports these recommendations. It is essential that this work be fully reflected in the 
FCTC budget and workplan. 

• Identifying and communicating Parties’ implementation needs to donors: Paragraph 30 
recommends that the Secretariat build on information collected through implementation 
reports and needs assessment missions and provide regular overviews of Parties’ 
implementation needs to COP sessions. FCA supports this recommendation. In addition, FCA 
recommends that future COP sessions review Parties’ implementation needs and identify key 
priorities that will be then communicated to donors. 

• Developing an action plan to close the gap on implementation: Paragraph 31 highlights the 
need to agree on a detailed action plan for implementation assistance, for consideration at 
COP8. The report suggests that more details on how this action plan could be developed will be 
provided by the Secretariat. FCA supports the idea of developing an action plan on 
implementation assistance and recommends that such a plan proposes actions to meet the 
global target to reduce tobacco use prevalence by 30 percent by 20251. 

In addition to recommendations on resource mobilisation, Paragraph 57 highlights the importance 
of implementation of FCTC Article 5.2 on a multi-sectoral coordination mechanism. The working 
group proposes that the Secretariat, UNDP and WHO develop and make available toolkits on the 
practical aspects of putting in place a functional multi-sectoral coordination mechanism. These 
should include guidance on setting the mandate, financing and methods of work. FCA supports this 
recommendation and suggests that this work, too, is fully reflected in FCTC budget and workplan. 

Coordination platform  
 
As highlighted by the working group, international organisations and donors lack clear information 
on Parties’ implementation needs (para 33). The report also notes that because this information is 
lacking, appropriate implementation assistance is not available. To address this situation, the 
working group is proposing the establishment of a coordination platform whose terms of reference 
are available in Annex 1 of COP7 report FCTC/COP/7/18. 

 

                                                 
1 COP6 decision FCTC/COP6(16) and WHA Resolution WHA66.10 
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According to the official COP7 report, the coordination platform would contribute to an exchange 
of information on both Parties’ implementation needs and the available assistance (para 36). At the 
same time, the coordination platform should be virtual, meaning the exchange of information 
would take place only via electronic means.  

While FCA supports efforts to take advantage of virtual communication, we believe that resource 
mobilisation and implementation assistance are tasks too important to be coordinated solely 
through a virtual coordination platform. For this reason, FCA recommends that the Secretariat 
should instead convene a financing dialogue, as proposed by COP7 report FCTC/COP/7/26, in order 
to better communicate Parties’ needs to donors and to collect information on opportunities for 
implementation assistance. 

FCTC Financing dialogue 
 
The COP7 report on the Secretariat’s fundraising efforts proposes that a financing dialogue, a 
meeting hosted by the Secretariat and attended by the Permanent Missions of interested Parties, 
may provide an opportunity to communicate the funding needs of the Convention and its budget. 
In FCA’s view, holding such a meeting to communicate only the resource needs for the Convention 
budget would be inefficient. Such an opportunity must be seized upon to also communicate 
Parties’ needs for FCTC implementation in a clear and systematic way.  

In order to hold a successful FCTC financing dialogue in early 2017, preparatory work will need to 
begin immediately after COP7. WHO’s experience with these types of meetings shows that 
dedicated documentation will need to be developed to outline the investment case for health 
interventions in easy to understand language4.2 WHO materials also show how important it will be 
to highlight the various global commitments on tobacco control (such as the Sustainable 
Development Goals) and to explain the returns that additional investment in FCTC implementation 
can bring.  

Parties at COP7 may wish to provide clear guidance to the Secretariat on the necessary work that 
will be required in preparation for such as meeting, as well as on what kinds of outcomes should 
result from this event. One of the outcomes of the meeting should be to communicate to donors 
the investment case for tobacco control and FCTC implementation. Another possible outcome of 
the meeting could be greater involvement of bilateral and multilateral development agencies in 
future COP sessions. 

 

                                                 
2For more information on the WHO Financing Dialogue, see this dedicated website: 

http://www.who.int/about/finances-accountability/funding/financing-dialogue/en/ 

http://www.who.int/about/finances-accountability/funding/financing-dialogue/en/

