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Key Recommendations 
  

• Recognising that there are disagreements about the current evidence on the 
potential risks and harms of ENDS/ENNDS and Parties have divergent views on their 
potential role in tobacco control, we urge the COP not to engage in lengthy debate 
on this topic. 

• FCA supports the possibility of the International Agency for Research on Cancer 
(IARC) preparing a monograph that examines the evidence related to the health and 
policy implications of ENDS.  

 
 
 

Why this is important  
  
The increased use of ENDS in recent years has led to the development of national regulations 
concerning these relatively new products for which scientific consensus on the associated risks has 
not yet been established.1 Among Parties, there are highly divergent views on what would constitute 
an appropriate regulatory framework for ENDS. 

 
 
Background 
  
COP8 will mark a decade since the topic of ENDS was first introduced for discussion during COP3. 
Subsequent COPs have deliberated ENDS at length. The latest report (see FCTC/COP/8/10) highlights 
this history of COP discussion on ENDS and the difficult task of reaching consensus.  It also refers to 
the WHO report that was commissioned and will be presented at COP9 on the developments made 
in testing and measuring the contents of ENDS, as well as the emissions they produce.  
 
The challenges in obtaining consensus at COP on ENDS stems from the level of divergence in Parties’ 
positions on this issue, which range from calls for a complete prohibition on the sale of ENDS to  
viewing ENDS as a favorable tool to use for smoking cessation.  This is reflected in the number of 

                                                 
1
   As of Oct 2017 there were reportedly 83 countries that regulated ENDS.  

Institute for Global Tobacco Control. Country Laws Regulating E-cigarettes: A Policy Scan. Baltimore, MD: 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. http://globaltobaccocontrol.org/e-cigarette/country-laws-

regulating-e-cigarettes 

http://www.fctc.org/
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different classification categories countries have applied to ENDS, 1) tobacco products; 2) products 
imitating tobacco; 3) medicinal products; 4) pharmaceutical products; 5) consumer products; 6) 
poison; or 7) ENDS.2 
 
 

COP8  
  
In the absence of more definitive research on the potential risks and benefits of ENDS, as well as the 
impacts of various regulatory frameworks, and given that Parties continue to have diverging 
positions on ENDS, lengthy discussion on this issue during COP8 should be avoided. 

                                                 
2
  2018 Global progress report on implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

See: http://www.who.int/fctc/reporting/summary_analysis/  


