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Observers to the MOP 
 

 

Key Recommendations 
 

• The FCA recommends that IGOs and NGOs with COP observer status be invited to 
attend public and open sessions of MOP1. 

• The UN model policy should govern interactions between the ITP Secretariat in 
order to protect public health polices from the vested interest of the tobacco 
industry. 

• FCA recommends adopting the draft decisions presented in annex 1 (Rules of 
Procedures on observers to the MOP) and 2 (Attendance of observers to MOP1) of 
document FCTC/MOP/1/5. 
 

 
 
Why this is important  

 

Only Parties to the FCTC are eligible to become Parties to the ITP as well. As of October 2018 the ITP 

has 48 Parties, of which 46 are eligible to participate in MOP1.1 

 

Since the text of the ITP does not include conditions for access or role of observers, MOP1 will adopt 

rules in this regard as parts of its Rules of Procedures (RoPs). For MOP1 itself, it has been suggested 

to invite (a) FCTC Parties that are not part of the Protocol, (b) States non Party to the FCTC, (c) IGOs 

with FCTC observer status and (d) NGOs with FCTC observer status. This proposal will have to be 

confirmed during an initial restricted MOP1 session due to take place on the morning of 8 October 

2018. It is expected that MOP1 will invite all four types of observers to attend its open and public 

sessions as suggested in annex 2 of the document FCTC/MOP/1/5. 

 

Categories of observers 

 

FCTC/MOP/1/5 identifies four categories of observers as described above. It is expected that all four 

categories of observers will be allowed to attend MOP1, the proposal suggests different types of 

status and future access to MOP sessions: 
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 Malta and Iran become Parties after the 10 July deadline to participate in MOP1 had passed 
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a) Parties to the FCTC that are not Party to the Protocol 

 It is suggested that for future sessions of the MOP, that Parties to the FCTC that are 

not Party to the Protocol should be allowed to attend public and open meetings at 

MOP sessions as well as meetings of subsidiary bodies as observer without the right 

to vote. This is suggested in the draft RoP 29 annexed to document FCTC/MOP/1/5. 

 

b) States non-Parties to the FCTC and the Protocol  

 It is suggested that for future sessions of the MOP, that States non-Parties to the 

FCTC and to the Protocol should be allowed to attend public and open meetings at 

MOP sessions as well as meetings of subsidiary bodies as observer without the right 

to vote. This is suggested in the draft RoP 29 annexed to document FCTC/MOP/1/5. 

 

c) Intergovernmental Organisations 

 Any IGOs may apply for observer status, which may be granted by the MOP, taking 

into account paragraphs 17 and 18 of the Preamble and Article 5.3 of the FCTC. Once 

an IGO is granted observer status it is allowed to attend public and open meetings at 

MOP sessions as well as meetings of subsidiary bodies without the right to vote.  

 The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the World Customs 

Organisation (WCO) are explicitly invited to MOP1. 

 

d) Nongovernmental Organisations 

 NGOs whose aims and activities are in conformity with the spirit, purpose and 

principles of the Protocol, may apply for observer status as well. This status may be 

granted by MOP, taking into account paragraphs 17 and 18 of the Preamble and 

Article 5.3 of the FCTC. Once an NGO is granted observer status it is allowed to 

attend public and open meetings at MOP sessions as well as meetings of subsidiary 

bodies without the right to vote. 

 It should be noted that Rule 31.1 of the RoPs of the FCTC COP that granted NGOs 

that participate in the International Negotiation Body on the FCTC observer status is 

explicitly not applied mutatis mutandis to the ITP. All NGOs, including those that 

have been invited to MOP1 as observers, will therefore have to apply for observer 

status for MOP2 and beyond. NGO accreditation would be reviewed ahead of any 

regular session. 

 

Take UN Model Policy into Account 

 

The FCA recalls its proposal that the model policy for agencies of the UN system on preventing 

tobacco industry interference,2 should govern interactions between and among all IGOs and the ITP 

Secretariat in order to ensure that Parties’ public health policies are protected from vested interests 

of the industry (see separate FCA Brief on FCTC/MOP/1/8 and FCTC/MOP/1/12). In this spirit, the 

FCA recommends that MOP1 adopts the draft decisions put forward in annex 1 and annex 2 of 

document FCTC/MOP/1/5. 
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 http://www.who.int/ncds/un-task-force/events/model-policy-agencies-united-nations1.pdf  

http://www.who.int/ncds/un-task-force/events/model-policy-agencies-united-nations1.pdf

