
   

PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES 

WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY 

A Brief Summary of Activities   

in Words and Pictures 
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INTRODUCTION 

Every year, on 31 May, WHO and global partners mark 

World No Tobacco Day (WNTD).  WNTD provides an         

opportunity to highlight the harmful and deadly effects of 

tobacco use and exposure to second hand smoke, to   

discourage the use of tobacco in any form and to          

advocate for effective policies to reduce tobacco con-

sumption.  

 

The ultimate goal of WNTD is to contribute to protecting 

present and future generations not only from the          

devastating health consequences due to tobacco, but also 

from the social, environmental and economic scourges of 

tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke.  

 

The focus of World No Tobacco Day 2019 was on 

"tobacco and lung health."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This booklet captures a very brief snapshot of WNTD 2019 

as observed by government programs and civil society    

organizations in the Pacific islands.  
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                 COOK ISLANDS 

 Launched new no smoking signs at Punanga Nui   

Market in Rarotonga 

 Distinguished guests attending the launch included 

the Deputy PM, Deputy High Commissioner, Ministers 

of Health and Infrastructure, Traditional Ariki, village   

leaders, MPs and others 

 Presented 50 no smoking parking cones to the      

Market Management  

 The Minister of Health sought agreement from 3 

outer islands to declare themselves "smoke-free" and 

all were supportive 

 One outer island church also launched no smoking  

signs  - in October 2019 there will be a churches    

conference on that island providing an opportunity to 

promote smoke-free settings. 

 

 



4  

The official WNTD Celebration, held at the Korovou Sub-

divisional Hospital, was opened by the divisional Medical 

Officer, Dr. Tevita Qoroniasi for the Central Division.  The 

Celebration was attended by Chiefs of the nearby villages 

and staff of the Ministry of Health and Medical Services.    

 

 

 

 

 

Also, the Fiji Cancer Society (FCS) and Diabetes Fiji joined 

the Koronivia Diabetes Peer Group for their open day/

health fair in Koronivia, Fiji. FCS measured attendees'  

carbon monoxide levels and provided information to raise 

awareness about the dangers of tobacco use and          

exposure to second hand smoke. Flyers about tobacco as 

a risk factor of cancer were distributed to increase moti-

vation to quit.  

 

 

                          FIJI 

Fiji Cancer Society 

Team along with 

Diabetes Fiji 

Unveiling of tobacco-

free Korovou Sub- 

divisional Hospital 

billboard  
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FEDERATED STATES OF  

MICRONESIA 

FSM National assisted the four states in mass texting the 

following message to all 22,000+ active cell phone         

subscribers on the morning and afternoon of WNTD:   

Each of the states also           

conducted their own activities 

to raise   awareness including 

walkathon/fun-walks,  hanging  

WNTD banners, issuing procla-

mations and declaring WNTD as 

tobacco-free.  

 

The Governor of Yap State in 

the FSM  issued proclamation       

2019-02 recognizing world no 

tobacco day, May 31 in Yap 

State and called on vendors not 

to sell tobacco and for people to 

quit its use for the day. 

 

 

 

 

"Together we can make our islands tobacco-free 
through intensified tobacco control.  

Protect Our Youth, Our Future... 

 

Start the FSM Tobacco-Free Revolution..."  
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                      KIRIBATI 

 Kiribati Ministry of Health and Medical Services  

(MOHMS) and WHO Kiribati Country office celebrated 

WNTD with some fun, interactive and educational    

activities at the MOHMS  and in primary schools   

including dramas informing of the dangers of tobacco 

use and quiz games. 

 Over 30 people from the Kiribati MOHMS, Ministry of 

Environment, Lands and Agricultural Development,  

and WHO Kiribati Country office commemorated 

WNTD with a community clean up activity in Bairiki 

where much plastic waste including over 1kg of     

tobacco product waste such as cigarette packaging 

and cigarette butts were collected. 

 H.E President Taneti Maamau, and Hon. Tauanei 

Marea, Minister for MHMS, advocated for “tobacco-

free settings” at the start of National Health Summit 

in early June. 
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           MARSHALL ISLANDS 

 The Mayor of Majuro declared May 31 as a "no     

tobacco sale" day.   Several inspections were held 

with only a few stores not in compliance with the one 

day prohibition 

 Volleyball and lawn tennis tournaments were held 

with 11 volleyball teams entered and several tennis 

players 
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                       NAURU 

 

 

Nauru observed World No Tobacco Day in conjunction 

with World Environment Day and focused on Clean Air.  A 

new giant banner was erected encouraging people to quit   

smoking . Other banners and posters were also on display 

in the community and the airport. 

 

Additionally, all registered businesses were requested to 

voluntarily stop the sale of all forms of tobacco and     

remove any displays of tobacco on May 31.  Over 200 

shops complied with this voluntary ban.  The Department 

of Health sent out letters of thanks to each of the vendors 

in compliance.   
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Palau observed WNTD with a theme chosen to raise 

awareness not only of tobacco’s effect on lung health, but 

also on oral health, family health and finances. In         

particular, Palau chose to include oral health (smile) in the 

theme due to the high prevalence of chewing tobacco 

with betelnut in the Republic. 

 

This was Palau’s 22nd year to observe WNTD and the  

annual 5K/10K walk/run attracted 250 participants and 30          

volunteers.   

In addition, the Coalition 

for a Tobacco Free Palau 

and Ministry of Health   

participated in a public  

radio call in show by talking 

about the toll tobacco takes 

on youth and adults,      

expanding on the theme 

and fielding questions from 

the public who called in. 

                   PALAU 
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       PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

This year World No Tobacco Day was observed through  a 

nationwide art and poem contest. The “Breath Competi-

tion” was held for children from ages 12-16 years. About 

8 schools in the country participated. The first place    

winner for the poem contest was 16 year old Ida Samati 

from remote Bosa Primary School in Morobe province 

who was flown into Port Moresby to receive the top 

award in the poem category. The first place winner of the  

art contest was 16 year old 8th grader Jedidiah Ofasia, 

from Boroko Salvation Army Primary School. 

 

Also for WNTD, the Ministry of Health launched PNG’s 

second Global Youth Tobacco Survey Report -  2016. The 

report indicates a 50% reduction in cigarette smoking 

prevalence amongst youths since the last survey.   

First place winner of 

poem  contest from 

Bosa Primary School 

reading her winning 

poem. 

 WHO Representative in 

PNG, Dr. Luo Dapeng with 

winners of poem and art 

contests.  
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                         SAMOA 

The Ministry of Health commemorated WNTD through an 

education symposium for close to 300 participants       

including school principals, village leaders, school        

committees and canteen owners.  

 

Presentations were made by Samoa’s FCTC 2030 project 

coordinator,  Ta’atiti Seve Sinei Fili, who talked about the 

project’s focus to boost implementation of the WHO 

FCTC; by the Principal Health Promotion Officer Siufaga 

Simi who presented results of the most recent Global 

Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS); and by the Senior Health 

Promotion Officer, Faaifoaso Moala who focused on    

results of the school monitoring site visit on school     

compliance to  tobacco control measures. Recommenda-

tions to improve school compliance were also made.  

 

Ministry of Health staff distributed IEC materials such as 

posters and brochures on health including the impact of 

smoking to all participants.  
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Samoa Cancer Society recorded a 

radio ad – on ‘breathe again’ from 

May 1st leading up to WNTD and a 

popular talkback show on the 

morning of May 31.  

 

 

                         SAMOA 

local supporters with WNTD messages  

Ta’atiti Seve Sinei Fili, Sa-

moa’s FCTC Project 2030 

Coordinator,  speaking 

about  Samoa’s FCTC 2030 

project  

Participants at MOH symposium for WNTD 
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Youth were encouraged to be “game changers” and 

through competitions, they presented theme-based 

speeches, dances, songs and posters at the launch event. 

Participants also signed a banner pledging to be a tobacco

-free generation. 

 

 

SOLOMON ISLANDS 
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On World No Tobacco Day, the Speaker of Parliament – 

Lord Fakafanua launched Phase 4 of the Tuku Ifi Leva Anti-

Smoking Campaign.    

 

The Tuku Ifi Leva campaign is delivered as part of the 

Tonga National Strategy to Prevent and Control             

Non-Communicable Disease 2015-2020.  

 

The WHO Liaison to Tonga – Dr. Yutaro Setoya              

emphasized this year’s theme “Don’t let Tobacco take 

your breath away” and reflected on his personal           

experience with smoking. 

                     TONGA 

https://www.facebook.com/tobaccofreetonga/
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                    VANUATU 

For World No Tobacco Day in Vanuatu, an awareness  

program was carried out at the Vila Central Hospital with 

NCD patients, nurses and Ministry of Health staff.  

 

There was also a one hour live streamed talk back show 

that focused on the impact that tobacco use has on our 

health and on this year’s theme “Don’t let Tobacco Take 

Your Breath Away”. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/vbtc.vu/?__tn__=%2Cdk%2CP-R&eid=ARANOpC9eDj_pWLwPU2Zpa8xrkEA16cWfNS9XK3qtOEsaiwAxKuGV1PHQ1d08pnUdrmIgD_e486LzB7C
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CONGRATULATIONS  TO 

2019 WHO WNTD AWARDEES!  

Every year, WHO recognizes individuals or  

organizations in each of the six WHO Regions for their 

accomplishments in the area of tobacco control. This   

recognition takes the form of  among others,   

World No Tobacco Day Awards.   

This year’s recipients include the following: 

Thanks to the support of many organizations and individu-

als in Niue, comprehensive tobacco control legislation was 

passed in 2018 that protects public health policy from 

tobacco industry interference, raises the minimum       

purchasing age to 21, and prohibits commercial growing 

and manufacturing of tobacco among other provisions.   

Through its commitment, education, community partner-

ships and advocacy the NCD TCAT has seen recent pas-

sage in legislation increasing cigarette tax from $3/pk to 

$4/pk, the requirement of a Stamp Tax on all cigarettes, 

defining electronic cigarettes as a tobacco product, raising 

the minimum legal age of access to tobacco products 

from 18 to 21, prohibiting smoking in bars and              

categorizing as a primary offense smoking in vehicles 

when minors and pregnant women are present.   

Ministry of Social Services, Government of Niue  

Republic of Niue 

Guam Non-Communicable Disease Consortium     

Tobacco Control Action Team, Guam 

http://www.who.int/tobacco/wntd/awards-2019/en/
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Pacific Island Countries Coordinator  
Framework Convention Alliance (FCA) 
Email: lymana@fctc.org l www.fctc.org  

 

 
Thanks to Cancer Council Australia 
(CCA) for their generous support            

 

 

 

 

 

Recognizing that specific action is needed to address the 

non-communicable disease crisis in the Pacific, and that 

tobacco use is the leading preventable cause of NCDs,     

Pacific Island Health Ministers took a decisive step to scale 

up action on tobacco control. In 2013, they adopted the 

Tobacco Free Pacific 2025 goal, which aims to reduce adult 

tobacco use to less than 5%  (http://www.wpro.who.int/

southpacific/tfp2025).  

 

Only by working together, government and civil society 

across all sectors will we achieve this goal.    WNTD provides 

an opportunity for us all to focus our efforts highlighting the 

health risks associated with tobacco use and advocating for 

effective policies to reduce tobacco consumption. 

 

 

mailto:loganm@fctc.org
http://www.fctc.org
http://www.wpro.who.int/southpacific/tfp2025
http://www.wpro.who.int/southpacific/tfp2025

