PACIFIC ISLAND COUNTRIES

WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY

A Brief Summary of Activities
in Words and Pictures

INTRODUCTION
Every year, on 31 May, WHO and global partners mark
World No Tobacco Day (WNTD). WNTD provides an
opportunity to highlight the harmful and deadly effects of
tobacco use and exposure to second hand smoke, to
discourage the use of tobacco in any form and to
advocate for effective policies to reduce tobacco
consumption.
The ultimate goal of WNTD is to contribute to protecting
present and future generations not only from the
devastating health consequences due to tobacco, but also
from the social, environmental and economic scourges of
tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke. Only by
working together, government and civil society across all
sectors will we achieve this goal.
This booklet captures a very brief snapshot of WNTD 2020
as observed by government programs and civil society
organizations in the Pacific islands.
While the global focus of World No Tobacco Day 2020 was
on "Protecting youth from industry manipulation and preventing them from tobacco and nicotine use" some alternate themes were observed depending on local priorities.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, physical activities were
somewhat reduced from previous years and social media
featured largely in this years observances. You will see
some very creative outcomes from the region.
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COOK ISLANDS
In the Cook Islands, the Ministry of Health promoted
quitting smoking and tied it with information on COVID19.
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FIJI
Fiji Cancer Society (FCS) was interviewed on Fiji’s Breakfast at Fiji One - Fiji’s only daily morning tv show about
cancer and tobacco use. FCS also produced a short video
featuring youth aiming to encourage the tobacco users to
quit and posted it on their Facebook page along with
several informational posters from WHO.

Listen to youth from Fiji Cancer Society talk about
harmful effects of tobacco use
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FEDERATED STATES OF
MICRONESIA
FSM Tobacco Prevention and Control Program organized a
WNTD video Q&A with two students and experts in
tobacco control from Pohnpei and
WHO that was posted to social media
links. The program also posted a video
that showed effects of tobacco use
and urged people to quit using it.
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FEDERATED STATES OF
MICRONESIA CONT’D.

Sign in Chuuk, FSM

The Pohnpei Comprehensive Cancer Control - PCCC Program
and Coalition celebrated WNTD town volunteers, Red Cross
and Public Health
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KIRIBATI
The Kiribati Ministry of Health and Medical Services translated infographics about the dangers of tobacco and
COVID-19 and tobacco industry interference into iKiribati
for social media.
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

“I choose life: No to tobacco”
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NAURU
In Nauru, there was a “I don’t smoke” student rally held to
observe World No Tobacco Day. This was part of a NCD
health rally. The year 11 and year 12 students of Nauru
Secondary school walked from their school to government
house where they were received by H.E. the President,
Honorable Minister of Health and members of the
cabinet. The students read out their personal no smoking
pledges and presented a signed request to the government to protect them from tobacco use. The youth were
inspired to hold the rally after SPC/WHO NCD trainings
conducted in 2019.
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NIUE
A United Front for a Smoke Free NIUE...a friendly volleyball game between Health Staff and Niue High School
Teachers to promote World NO Tobacco Day - 31st of
May.
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PALAU

Palau observed WNTD with a theme chosen to raise
awareness of our ocean’s health. The President of Palau
had declared 2020 as “year
of the environment” and
Palau will be hosting the
global Our Ocean 2020
conference in December. To
build on this, the Coalition
for a Tobacco Free Palau
(CTFP) and the Ministry of
Health chose a WNTD theme
based on the ocean environment Protect our Ocean and Marine Life - BUTTS OUT!
Due to the COVID-19 situation, CTFP and MOH could not
hold the annual 5K/10K walk/run and instead placed news
articles and ads in the local print media, hung a large
banner across the main
road and had t-shirts
made to promote the
theme.
The
MOH
Prevention Unit also
held a tik tok challenge
for youth.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Dr Mathias Sapuri, OL, CSM joined the PNG Cancer Foundation (PNGCF) and the international community to
observe World No Tobacco Day. The PNGCF participated
in the global campaign by promoting health awareness
messages the harms of tobacco use and shared messages
on social media platforms to encourage individuals to
make healthy lifestyle choices as a way to reduce your risk
of developing cancer in the future.

PNGCF developed several messages including information
on the chemicals that are in a cigarette, the harm that
tobacco causes and what actions that youth can take to
be a tobacco-free generation. Among the messages
shared on the social media platforms, a 2-minute video
which captured Dr Sapuri’s message to the public in
support of the health awareness campaign and World No
Tobacco Day. The video reached over 9,700 people on
Facebook between May 31st and June 2nd.
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SAMOA
The Samoa Cancer Society held a poster design contest that
attracted 26 submissions. Go to SCS Face Book to see all
entries and see here for announcement of winning entries.

Students of LDS Pesega announcing poster contest
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SAMOA CONT’D.
Congratulations to top winning entries:

Gloria Letuvae
1st place

Kole Tatiana Tumua shared 2nd place

Miracle Poutoa
shared 2nd place
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SOLOMON ISLANDS
The Ministry of Health and Medical Services (MHMS) and
the Global Youth Leadership Network (GYLN) held a 3 day
event in support of WNTD that included a special observance on May 29 attended by 300 invited youth followed
by a two day youth empowerment training attended by
70 selected youth from several churches in Honiara. Song
writing, T-shirt designing and printing contests were held
as part of the observance.

SICA & SIFGA Youth Leaders from workshop on
COVID-19 and dangers of tobacco use

Events over the three days were designed to:
 Empower church youth with appropriate and relevant
messages on COVID19 and the dangers of smoking;
 Develop and formalize a network of church youth from
all churches both SI Christian Association (SICA) and SI
Full Gospel Association (SIFGA) who would in turn be
part of NCD youth club to advocate to their peers on the
issues of tobacco, COVID-19 and NCDs;
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SOLOMON ISLANDS
CONT’D.
 Conduct youth training of trainers for selected youth on
the adverse impact of tobacco and NCDs exacerbated
by COVID-19; and
 Unmask myths and expose manipulation tactics of the
tobacco and nicotine industries, especially those that
deceive the youth.

Youth with his unique t-shirt design

Dr. Jones Gabu and Dr. Geoffrey Kenilorea
speak to youth at empowerment training
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TONGA
On Sunday, May 31, the church congregation and its
guests at the Free Wesleyan Centenary Church in
Nuku'alofa commemorated World No Tobacco day.

The women of the Tonga MOH Health Promotion Unit
attending the service at FW Centenary Church on WNTD.
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TUVALU
Youth below marched against the tobacco industry and
against tobacco use in observance of WNTD.

Tuvaluan youth participating in a WNTD song
competition.

In advance of
WNTD, Ministry of
Health Public Health
presented to school
children about the
dangers of tobacco
use.
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VANUATU
For World No Tobacco Day in Vanuatu, Won Smolbag
Theatre and Rainbow Disability Theatre produced a video
and song to support the Ministry of Health efforts to raise
awareness of the dangers of tobacco use and its link to a
higher risk of a severe case of COVID-19. The Ministry of
Health joined WHO in their call to all young people to join
the fight to become a tobacco-free generation and appealed to all community members to quit smoking.
Listen here to the
song and see the
video here.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
2020 WHO WNTD AWARDEES!
Every year, WHO recognizes individuals or
organizations in each of the six WHO Regions for
their accomplishments in the area of tobacco
control. This recognition takes the form of
among others,
World No Tobacco Day Awards.
This year’s recipients includes the following from the
Pacific Islands

Coalition for a Tobacco Free Palau
The Coalition for a Tobacco Free Palau has been instrumental in advancing tobacco control in Palau. The
Coalition’s recent contributions include facilitating the
drafting of amendments to expand tobacco-free
environments and to ban the importation and sale of
ENDS and HTPs. It also supported applying the Pacific
Tobacco Industry Interference Index to protect public
health efforts and youth and others from tobacco
industry manipulation.
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COVID-19: Tobacco & Betel nut

Pacific Island Countries Coordinator
Framework Convention Alliance (FCA)
Email: lymana@fctc.org l www.fctc.org
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